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Dear Editor: 


Tell Dr. Bell that his article on Christian 
Race Relations has been one of the most popu- 
lar articles I have ever seen. Dr. Wimpee, 
Chaplain of Baylor University, addressed a 
large group of ladies the other day in the absence 
of Mrs. White, wife of the President of Baylor 
University, and used this article on Christian 
Race Relations and during his address he en- 
dorsed every word of it. I have already dis- 
tributed several thousand of these. I am sure 
there have been other experiences equal to 
this elsewhere. 


“Let Him That Glorieth 
Glory in This”— 


“Thus saith the Lord, let not the WISE 
man glory in his wisdom, neither, let 

the MIGHTY man glory in his might, let 
not the RICH man glory in his riches: 
but let him that glorieth glory in THIS 
that he understandeth and knoweth Me, 
that I am the Lord which exercise 
loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness, 
in the earth: for in these things I 

delight, saith the Lord.” 


What a warning, what a clarion call to God’s 
way from our way! 


“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom.” 
Not many wise are called, says Paul; no, not 
many. So often men are wise in their own 
conceit (Romans 12:16). We are wise to do 
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evil (Jer. 4:22). Remember Pharaoh and his 
high, haughty word—‘Who is the Lord that 
I should obey his voice?” Well; Pharaoh found 
out who the Lord was. 


“Let not the mighiy man glory in his might,” 
continues Jeremiah. How tragic to shake our 
puny fists in God’s face! Remember Nebuchad- 
nezzar. (Dan. 4:28-37) “Is not this great Baby- 
lon that I have built for the house of the 
kingdom by the might of my power and for 
the honor of my majesty?” Watch him as God 
takes over.—Driven out from men, eating grass 
like an ox—body wet with dew—body covered 
with hairs like eagles’ feathers—nails like 
birds’ claws—until he knew that the MOST 
HIGH ruleth. Hear him chastened and hum- 
bled as he cries out concerning God—‘“He doeth 
according to His will in the army of heaven 
and among the inhabitants of the earth: and 
none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, 
What doest Thou?” “Let not the rich man 
glory in his riches.’”” Riches deceive, dominate 
and doom men. The love of riches is a source 
of all kinds of evil. Remember Christ’s picture 
of the rich man. (Luke 12:16-21) Note in 
these verses the “I” and “My” occur eleven 
times. Riches, conceit, selfishness, sordidness, 
destruction! To the rich man Christ said 
“Fool” and He added this dark word—“this 
night,” before another dawn “thy soul shall 
go to meet thy God.” Whose then shall all 
this be that thou hast piled up for thyself? 
Your self is going on a journey tonight, on a 
long journey, from which there is no return. 


So Jeremiah cries aloud—‘‘Let him that 
glorieth, GLORY IN THIS” Glory in what? 
—That he has understanding cf Me and that 
he knoweth Me... I am the Lord, I exercise 
loving-kindness and judgment and _ righteous- 
ness in the earth; for in these things I delight, 
saith the Lord. How precious, and how per- 
suasive, God is, and how patient! 
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Love, judgment, righteousness. Here is a 
righteous God loving the sinner, delivering him 
from judgment that would banish him into 
darkness forever. God so loved him that He 
provided a_ substitute-sacrifice, even His own 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Yes, let him that 
glorieth GLORY IN THIS. S. McPh.G. 


Christian Race Relations 


The editorial, “Christian Race Relations 
Must Be Natural, Not Forced,” is being 
widely reprinted in newspapers and _ is 
being made the subject of editorials. It 
is being used in classes, in round-table 
discussions and is being ordered and dis- 
tributed by the thousands. The latest re- 
quest for reprints has just come from a 
School Board which ordered 500 copies. 

We are thankful for this wide use of 
the editorial because we believe it is the 
most Christian, and therefore the most 
logical and thoroughly practical article to 
have appeared on the race issue anywhere. 

Additional copies may be had from this 
office for 15 cents per dozen or $1.00 per 


hundred, postpaid. 
The Editor 


Christian Marriage Is 
Indissoluble 


Here, in the homes, in the congregations, and 
in the colleges the devout members of the 
Church of England are breathing a sigh of 
relief and offering a prayer of thanksgiving for 
Princess Margaret’s announcement of last 
evening: 


“I have been aware that subject to my 
renouncing my rights of succession, it might 
be possible for me to contract a civil mar- 
riage, but mindful of the Church’s teaching 
that Christian marriage is indissoluble and 
conscious of my duty to the Commonwealth, 
I have resolved to put these considerations 
before all others.” 


The Church of England affirms that mar- 
riage is a union permanent in its nature and 
lifelong for better or worse until death do them 
part. Underneath this statement, there is the 
conviction that the Church is speaking the 
Word of her Lord against divorce. Accordingly, 


there is a greater measure of consistency in 
carrying out the position than is sometimes 
common in other ecclesiastical bodies. For ex- 
ample, one who remarries while the divorced 
partner is living is ordinarily denied the com- 
munion for a considerable period. : 


The courageous sacrifice of Margaret's per- 
sonal feelings to the call of duty is receiving 
universal acclaim. Her act gives support to 
Crown and to Church. . . . But more than that 
her decision calls on those who are contemplat- 
ing divorce and remarriage or who would lower 
the Church’s testimony against this practice to 
rethink the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the light of her witness. —W.C.R. 


Whom Do We “Remember’’? 


The Lord’s Supper is a sacrament of remem- 
brance—bringing to mind the death of our Lord 
for our sins. It is a solemn bringing to our 
hearts and memories the broken body and shed 
blood of the Son of God, but for Whose sacrifice 
we all would be lost and undone. 


The Scriptures specifically warn us of coming 
to the table of the Lord in an unworthy man- 
ner, and, before we do so there should be self- 
examination to see our own sins in the light of 
God’s holiness and to confess those sins and look 
to Him for complete cleansing and forgiving. 


At the same time, if we have sinned against 
others it is our Christian duty to ask their for- 
giveness that they, with us, may share in the 
consciousness of God’s forgiving love and the 
reality of the fruits of the Christian faith. 


Recently our attention has been called to 
several individuals who have for some time 
refused to receive communion, apparently not 
because of any sense of personal sin but rather 
because they resent the presence of certain fel- 
low Christians at the Lord’s table. 


With Whom, may I ask, do we commune? If 
it is with men, and in remembrance of men, 
pride, jealousy and a judging spirit will cer- 
tainly divide. 


But, if it is our Lord with Whom we com- 
mune, taking part in this blessed sacrament 
because of what He has done, we are heeding 
His command and He brings blessing to our 
souls. 


terian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


Press, Asheville, N. C. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian Weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense and propagation of 
the Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 


Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Vol. XIV, No. 29, November 16, 1955. Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, N. C. Printed in the U.S.A. by Biltmore 


Appress CHANGE: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow 
three weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, send an address label giving your old address. 


NOVEMBER 16. 1955 


PAGE 3 


ay 
: is 
> 


Are we to commune only when everything is 
as we think it should be in our church? Then 
the object of communion is nullified and its 
observance is made contingent on human per- 
fection. 

What about those around us who know we 
are Christians? If they see us abstaining either 
from a spirit of self-righteousness, or because of 
unconfessed sins, we become stumbling-blocks 
to those on whom we should exert an influence 
for good. 


“This do in remembrance of me,” is a loving 
command. It is also a visible witness to our 
own personal faith in that which His shed blood 
and broken bedy have done for us, and in the 
glorious future we will have with Him—When 
He comes. 


We must not do less. —[f..N.B. 


Evidently Not Evidence 


Over and again there comes to mind a ques- 
tion. Why do Christian folk have doubts? There 
is no reference here to passing concern over 
personal salvation, nor to those fleeting occa- 
sions in life when most anyone may find him- 
self questioning even the fact of God. Physical 
debility or the Devil, or both, may readily ac- 
count for such dubiety. What is here contem- 
plated is uncertainty and even outright denial 
of the Church’s teaching, and of the Bible it- 
self regarding certain fundamentals. It becomes 
increasingly clear that the matter of faith and 
of orthodoxy is of the inner constitution of a 
man, and not of external evidence or objective 
demonstration. 


As an instance of parallel nature, organic 
evolution may be noted. It is a question which 
cn the face of it cannot be proved, as many 
scientists have allowed. And Dr. Louis T. 
More, of Cincinnati U., is by no means alone 
in holding that belief in the theory derives from 
antecedent attitude and not from evidence. To 
take a far leap, there is the problem of the 
writership of the Gospel of John. The Johan- 
nine source has tradition behind it; yet some 
modern scholars have gone to great length to 
prove that John the Apostle did not write the 
book. But lo and behold you, the latest book 
in the premises, now plainly swings back to 


the traditional position. We refer to Stauffer’s | 


book, a work by no mean scholar. It seems that 
not argument, but some other factors, decide 
the issue. 


Are we wrong in saying that you see what 
you want to see, and you find what you desire 
to find? It depends on how one looks at the 
facts,-the color of the glasses the soul wears. Of 
course it is a matter of interpretation. But the 
attitude of the interpreter inevitably enters in. 
There are presuppositions; and no man is with- 
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out these. Are you for the supernatural, or 


against it? Are you in favor of an inspired and 
true Bible; or do you oppose such? There are 
folk who maintain that the Scriptures give no 
certification on inerrancy, and that our creed 
also lacks this specification. And there are peo- 
ple in our Church who hold that both Bible and 
creed do teach inerrancy. It is either a fact or 
not a fact. One of the two sides is in error. 
Again some hold to miracles as factual: others 
deny them, or water them down to “mighty 
works.” Which is right? 


Similar circumstances obtain regarding other 
vital matters of the faith. Some claiming to 
be Christians deny the Virgin Birth of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, explaining away the Gospels that 
make plain statement of the fact. Others regard 
the Bible as true in this matter. On the atone- 
ment, some say that it is only a moral influence: 
others declare that Scripture teaches the sub- 
stitutionary nature of it. Which side has the 
truth? Further, there are good men who believe 
that there are duplicates and contradictions and 
errors in the narratives of the Old Testament. 
Others, equally good and intelligent, deny such 
position. Some insist that the Adam and Eve 
account is fiction, or myth, or even “true myth,” 
and that the story is not factual at all. Others 
take a directly opposed attitude. Why do not 
all see alike? 


Now it seems quite evident that the Bible 
could be a supernatural book, and that the 
originals could have been without error, and 
that Moses could have written the Pentateuch, 
and that miracles could have occurred, and that 
all of the other monumental factors of revealed 
religion,-in the eyes of many, many folk, could 
be literally true, as those who hold to the tra- 
ditional view and the historic position of our 
Church, do believe. Much is of course now be- 
yond the pale of proof. But to put it mildly, 
those who believe are possessed of as much cer- 
tainty in these great particulars, as are those 
who doubt or deny, Why the difference? 


We then repeat that there is an inner atti- 
tude, apart from all external proof and evi- 
dential data, by which a man becomes an agnos- 
tic or a believer, orthodox or unorthodox, in 
harmony with the creed or out of harmony with 
it. Concerning the why of this position, there 
is only surmise; but several suggestions are 
made. 


Doubt comes easily when the Christian 
neglects diligent daily devotional reading of the 
Book. Doubts multiply as prayer is subtracted. 
Christian work based on Christian conformity 
to the revealed will of God, leads toward light. 
John 7:17 is still the test: “If any man willeth 
to do His will, he shall know...” As F. W. 
Robertson long ago preached: ‘Obedience is 
the organ of spiritual knowledge.’ Along with 
neglected Christian work is increased organiza- 
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tion, methods, mechanization. And then, it may 
be that doubts come because folk listen to the 
experts, give ear to the scholars, allow brains 
to make too great impress, particularly when 
these are of great reputation and boldly non- 
conformist. It is well to remember that still 
are things hid from wise and prudent, and re- 
vealed unto babes! R.F.G. 


The Christian, 
Partisan Politics 


and 
The Nation’s Welfare 


The next twelve months will find our coun- 
try in the turmoil of political campaigning 
which is unique in democratic countries and 
which is so often calculated to lead men’s minds 
away from issues having to do with principle 
and center them on personalities and trivialities. 


Christians are in no way exempt from faulty 
judgment, nor are they immune to the pitfalls 
of partisan politics. There are good men who 
would vote for anyone, provided he were 
nominated by their particular party, consider- 
ing party loyalty on a par with loyalty to home 
or Church. 


However, Christians should be the best citi- 
zens in the nation. They should exercise their 
judgments and cast their votes on the basis of 
national welfare, above all else. That their 
judgments may vary is to be expected. That 
they will hold differing views as to that which 
is best for the nation is also certain. 


Nevertheless, there are certain principles 
which should guide the voting of every Chris- 
tian, and we all should look for those principles 
as we exercise our influence as citizens, other- 
wise we will find ourselves led astray at points 
where grave harm can result for all concerned. 

A few points where careful scrutiny will be 
rewarding may be suggested: 

We should always remember that the govern- 
ment ts the servant, not the master of the people. 
In a democracy government exercises its func- 
tions by and with the consent of the people and 
a continuation, or change, depends on the will 
of the governed. 

But, there is a serious danger inherent in 
this system of government which has been ex- 
ploited to the hilt in the last few decades. This 
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danger is that those in office shall maintain 
their position by bribery. 


We forget that the use of government funds 
for the specific purpose of winning votes is 
nothing but bribery, and yet that is what we 
have seen all around us for years. 


Christian citizens should see through such un- 
ethical practices and refuse to be party to them, 
and yet only too often we let our own selfish 
interests blind our eyes to the principle in- 
volved. 


Where do government funds come from? They 
are almost entirely the result of taxation. When 
taxation, or lack of taxation, is used for any 
other purpose than to meet the needs of gov- 
ernment, it becomes itself a form of tyrannv. 


Right now we find the average politician 
anxious to reduce taxes, not because the budget 
is balanced and we are making substantial pay- 
ments on our national indebtedness—neither of 
which is the case—but simply to win votes. 
How refreshing to hear men _ like Senator 
Byrd and Congressman Williams, speaking out 
against this essentially dishonest policy! 

The Christian, of all people, should recognize 
that those laws of honesty which should govern 
his own business affairs apply equally to his 
government. He should also recognize that the 
laws of economics which apply if he continually 
spends more than he makes and which event- 
ually lead to bankruptcy, are just as operative 
lor his government. 

For years America has lived in a fool’s para- 
dise economically. The business practices of our 
government have too often been dictated by 
political expediency, and not by those laws of 
payment of debt which are essential to solvency. 
Some of America’s greatest enemies have been 
those “economic experts” who, a generation ago, 
sold our leaders on the philosophy that the 
way to get out of a depression or insolvency is 
by bigger and better spending. The result— 
an astronomical debt which we try to forget, 
but for which there is no honest solution other 
than taxation, hard work and repayment. 


Christians have only too often been willing 
to share in this expenditure of borrowed money, 
despite the fact that the ethical and moral prin- 
ciples involved, let alone the flouting of the 
laws of sound economics, could all combine 
for national destruction. 


Now that new political campaigns are rum- 
bling across the land we need, as never before, 
to look at all offers from all politicians, looking 
for the proffered bribery of government funds 
to come our way if we only vote “right.”’ 


Another principle which is at stake is the 
place of the government in the life of the peoble. 
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In a complex society such as our own it 1s 
essential that at all times the government ain 
for the greatest good possible for our citizens. 
This involves many services and multiplied 
branches of the government itself. 


But, the inevitable complexity of government 
can so easily cloak activities which have no place 
in a democracy and here again the Christian 
citizen should make his judgments in the light 
of certain basic principles. 

It is axiomatic that a good government makes 
good laws and then enforces them honestly. 
The government makes the rules and then acts 
as the umpire to see that the game is played 
fairly. That is true democracy. 


In recent years a new philosophy has crept 
in, the socialistic concept that the government 
makes the rules, acts as umpire and also gets 
in and plays the game too. This can well be 
the first step towards totalitarianism. 


Rugged individualism and the capitalistic 
system have had their drawbacks (as do all 
human institutions), but it is a demonstrable 
fact that this system has brought the greatest 
good to the greatest number of people, and this 
one fact, in the final analysis, should carry 
weight with those willing to look at the matter 
with discerning eyes. 


Christians, if they will but do so, can examine 
the efficiency and effectiveness of privately run 
organizations, as over against the waste, red- 
tape, delays and, at times, inefficiency to be 
found in government agencies, particularly in 
these areas where the government, using tax 
money, is competing with private enterprise. 


All of which may leave the reader as confused 
as the writer may seem to be. 


In all seriousness, during the coming year, 
we Christians should look at every politician 
and all political parties with eyes which see 
subterfuge where it exists, and hearts which de- 
mand honesty from those who seek our votes. 


If we do this we will have contributed our 
share towards good government. If we do less 
we may find that we have helped tip the scales 
towards the loss of those freedoms which have 
made our nation great. 

Let us never forget: security which is bought 
at the price of freedom is a security bought at 
too great a price, —L 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


tl 
ul 
4 
1} 
al 
1s 
si 
3 d 
le 
4 \ 
h 
tl 
Nn 
it 
; ( 
te 
4 SE 
q 
j 


— 


Thoughts From Psalm 119 


Twentieth Division : RESH : verses 153-160 : 
Key-verse, 153: “For I do not forget thy law.” 
Read Deuteronomy 8, and _ notice how often 
the words, “Remember,” “Forget not,” are 
used. Moses spoke these words to try to get 
his nation to Remember God. Kipling wrote 
the well-known verses, “Lord God of Hosts, 
Be with us yet; Lest we forget; lest we forget,” 
to try to get his country, England, to never 
forget God. Would that we in America would 
never forget 


I. Never forget God : 1 am altraid that there 
are many of whom these words are true; “God 
is not in all his thoughts.”” How can we forget 
our Creator; our Preserver; our Redeemer? We 
should remember God in times of Prosperity, 
and thank Him for His Goodness to us; we 
should remember Him in times of Adversity, 
and Chastening, for whom the Lord loveth, He 
chasteneth. 


Il. Never Forget His Word; the Bible. Today 
must be the day of which Solomon spoke when 
he said, Of making of books there shall be no 
end. So much for us to read, that we often 
let the One Book lie unread. How sorely we 
need its Facts to steady us on our way; its 
Warnings, to keep us trom falling; its precious 
Promises, to encourage and strengthen us! 


lif. Never Forget to Pray : Ere you left your 
home this morning, did you think to pray? 
Prayer is as necessary as the air we breathe, 
the water we drink, the food we eat. Prayer 
means Victory for us on the battle-field of life; 
it means Power to do the work that God has 
for us to do. 


IV. Never Forget to Watch : “Watch and 
Pray,” said Jesus. We are living in the devil's 
territory. He has traps and snares all along 
the road. We must “walk circumspectly,” look- 
ing where we are going; buying up the oppor- 
tunities which come to those who can see and 
seize them. 


V. Never Forget to Live : A great many peo- 
ple merely Exist; they do not Live. 1 am come, 
said Jesus, that ye might have life, and have it 
more abundantly. Only those who live for the 
glory of God can have “The Abundant Life, . 
about which men talk. 


John Calvin said: ‘““Make your one aim in life 
the glory of God; your one book, the Bible.” 


BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM 
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A Letter for You 
To Answer 


Dear Friend: 


Deeply moved in my soul and completely 
despairing of life, I have gotten out of bed 
to write to you. I am a young girl who for 
eight years has been going from one sani- 
tarium to another because of the dread 
disease of tuberculosis, but to no avail. I 
burn daily with a high fever simply because 
I lack money for the necessary drugs. 


I have no one in this world to help me. 
My father is a drunkard, my mother died 
from tuberculosis and even my sister is tu- 
bereular. She has been put out of one 
sanitarium because they cannot keep her 
after three.years. We are trying to get her 
admitted here, at the sanitarium of Lamia, 
but she does not even have the fare to 
come, let alone money to pay for medicine. 


My three little brothers at home go about 
the streets begging for bread. Some people 
help them; some chase them. Poor little 
fellows, they often come home crying and go 
to bed hungry. They are ragged and bare- 
foot because no one cares for them. My 
father is a slave of drink and does nothing 
for his motherless children. 


In spite of the seeming hopelessness of our 
situation, I am looking to Jesus for help. 
I know that it is in His name that those of 
you who read this letter will want to respond. 
i think I have said enough. There are no 
more words to describe our plight. May God 
have mercy on us. With love, 


EVA BAGGOU 


We have “no more words’ to describe 
this situation, either, but we know that you 
share our heartache and deep pity for this 
suffering girl and her family. The medicine 
for her and her sister will cost $50 to pro- 
vide, and $10 will purchase locally 80 lbs. 
of nourishing food. We invite you, our 
reader, to respond to this pathetic appeal and 
to hundreds of others like it. You may help 
through the American Mission to Greeks, 
Inc., Dept. SP, P. O. Box 423, New York 36, 
N. Y., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, ‘General Secre- 
Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 

, 


The Mission is also reaching the souls 
of the thousands of tubercular people in 
Greece by providing Bibles and New Testa- 
ments for them in the Greek language. While 
we are concerned about the tragedy of the 
suffering body, we must not forget the plight 
of the sinful heart. 
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The New Inter-Church 


Relations Committee 


By Paul D. Hastings 


The members in our church who are informed 
on the matter are well aware that the old Inter- 
Church Relations Committee spear-headed the 
entire union movement in our church by using 
the machinery, programs, and finances of the 
Church as a whole. This was possible because 
only two members of the Committee were op- 
posed to union and had little influence upon 
the actions and decisions of the Committee as 
a whole. 


On a number of occasions one of our church 
papers has boasted that this overwhelming num- 
ber of pro-union men on the Committee was 
a true representation of the views and convic- 
tions of the members of the Synods which they 
represent. The vote on union showed that a 
number of Synods, in which all or a majority 
of the Presbyteries within the Synod _ voted 
against union, were represented by men who 
favored union. 


After the vote was taken and a majority of 
the Presbyteries, twice as many as were neces- 
sary to defeat it, voted against union; the old 
Inter-Church Relations Committee recommend- 
ed to the last General Assembly that this Com- 
mittee be made a permanent one, and that the 
Assembly approve a number of outlined pro- 
grams which they were presenting as the future 
work and responsibilities of the Committee. 
This, from all indications, was an attempt by 
those who favor union to continue to use this 
Committee to spear-head their programs in the 
future by the same means that it had in the 
past, still using church programs and finances 
to do so. 


As a result of the vote of a majority of the 
Presbyteries against Union and a large number 
of overtures from various Presbyteries asking 
that this Committee be dissolved and all agita- 
tion for union cease, the recent General As- 
sembly rejected the recommendations of the old 
Inter-Church Relations Committee and dissolved 
this Committee by a unanimous vote. The As- 
sembly then established a new Inter-Church 
Relations Committee with its membership con- 
sisting mainly of a representative from each of 
the sixteen Synods in our Church. The re- 
sponsibilities assigned to this Committee. were 
those necessary to maintain the normal rela- 
tionships which exist between our church and 
other denominations and Christian agencies 
such as the American Bible Society. ‘This Com- 
mittee was given no authority to promote or- 
ganic union with any denomination in any way. 
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However, as one analyzes the new Inter- 
Church Relations Committee, now that all of 
the Synods have elected their representatives, 
and the manner in which some of these repre- 
sentatives were elected; one cannot escape the 
impression that the pro-union leaders still have 
some hopes of using this Committee to promote 
their movement. 


For instance, in one Synod in which every 
Presbytery within the Synod voted against 
Union, an elder called the minister who was 
the chairman of the Synod’s Nominating Com- 
mittee and told him that in the light of the 
vote of every Presbytery within their Synod 
against Union, it was only fair that they have 
a representative who at least had not worked 
for union on this new Committee. The min- 
ister agreed and indicated that he had in mind 
proposing a man who was opposed to union 
to the Nominating Committee when they met. 


At the meeting of Synod, the Nominating 
Committee made its report near the close of 
the meeting, after many had gone home, and 
to every one’s amazement their recommendation 
was a man who was one of the best known 
pro-union leaders in the entire Synod. When 
this was pointed out on the floor of the Synod, 
the answer was that since the Church had voted 
on the issue, it didn’t make any difference what 
a person’s views were in order to be a member 
of the Committee. If this were true, then why 
was the Nominating Committee not willing to 
recommend a man opposed to union who would 
truly represent his Synod as shown by their 
vote on the issue? 


And now this Synod, in which every Presby- 
tery voted against union, has as its representa- 
tive on the new Inter-Church Relations Com- 
mittee one of the best-known pro-unionist in 
the entire Synod. 


In another Synod, in which every Presbytery 
had also voted against union, the Synod’s Nom- 
inating Committee composed largely of pro- 
union men had decided to recommend to the 
Synod a pro-union man for their representative 
on this new Committee. After learning at the 
meeting of Synod that a very vigorous fight was 
going to be made on the floor of the Synod 
against their recommendation, they changed 
their recommendation to a man who was op- 
posed to union and who would truly represent 
the views of the Synod as clearly expressed in 
the vote of the Presbyteries. 
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How can the ministers expect the laymen to 
have the proper respect and confidence in the 
work of the higher courts of our Church when 
they see such ecclesiastical politics as this prac- 
(iced? 


These two incidents will help the members of 
our church to understand why the new Inter- 
Church Relations Committee is composed of 
11 members for union, and 5 opposed to union, 
even though a majority of the Presbyteries in 
the General Assembly voted against Union. ‘The 
above covers only the representatives elected by 
the Synods; the few other members of the Com- 
mittee will probably make the ratio even larger. 


We believe that every member of the new 
Inter-Church Relations Committee, including 
those who might be for union in principle, will 
accept the vote of the Church on the issue as 
a true expression of the convictions and desire 
of the membership as a whole, and will keep 
the activities of this Committee within the 
bounds as set forth by the recent General As- 
sembly. This will make a great contribution 
toward the future harmony and _ effectiveness 
of the work of our Church. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, November 20, Luke 18:9-14. With 
this parable read Luke 10:29-32 and 15:11-24. 
What the Pharisee said about himself in 
18:11-12 was quite true. Yet as you read 
10:29-32 what do you find was obviously lack- 
ing in his life? Is the terrible charge made 
against the Pharisee in Matthew 23:23-24 true? 
How does God regard this kind of religion 
(18:14)? Do you see in yourself any tendencies 
of the Pharisee as he is pictured here? How 
does the Prodigal Son (15:11-24) compare with 
the tax collector (18:13)? After genuine re- 
pentance, might the tax collector have behaved 
as did Zacchaeus in 19:8? Is there in you a 
genuinely repentant spirit that moves you to 
do the things that really count in God’s sight? 


Monday, November 21, I Samuel 1:26-2:11. 
Hannah had prayed with all of her heart for 
a child (1:10,12,15-16). What vow did she make 
to the Lord concerning any child He might 
give her (1:11)? Have you ever so dedicated 
one of your children to God’s service? Do you 
acknowledge the Lord’s hand in the gift of chil- 
dren into your home? Did Hannah keep her 
vow when God gave her a child (1:27-28)? Do 
you think it was a hard thing for her to do 
(1:21-24)? How loyal have you been to the 
promises you have made God in times of great 
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longing or physical danger? What is the main 
theme of vv.2-10? What great spiritual lessons 
did Hannah learn from her experience? Do 
you believe that God can take the weak and 
lowly and make them triumph over the forces 
of evil? 


Tuesday, November 22, Luke 10:21-24. Notice 
the tremendous authority that God the Father 
gives to Christ (v.22). How dependent upon 
Christ are we for a personal relationship with 
the Father (v.22)? What do you see of the doc- 
trine of election in v.22b? Along with v.22b 
read the statement that Christ made immediate- 
ly following this declaration (Matthew 11:28- 
29). How would those who are “burdened and 
heavy laden” be child-like in their approach 
to Christ (v.21)? Notice from whose eyes these 
truths had been hid (v.24). What great author- 
ity did Christ give to His disciples (v.16) ? What 
help should this verse provide the Christian 
worker in times of opposition and discourage- 
ment (vv.8-12)? Are you aware of the tremen- 
dous authority of the one you represent? of 
the authority He has given you as you do His 
work? 


Wednesday, November 23, Psalm 67. As you 
read this Psalm notice the missionary interest 
of the author. What is the burden of his heart 
as he writes (vv.2,3,4,5,7)? In what ways has 
God given your community physical blessings 
(v.6)? To what degree has the news of God's 
plan of salvation been published in your com- 
munity (v.2)? In what other ways has God been 
good to you and your friends (v.7)? Do you 
realize that over half the earth has never heard 
of God’s goodness and salvation? Would you 
say that your community had a surplus of the 
gospel in the light of the need on the mission 
field? Is there anything of the Psalmist’s mis- 
sionary burden on your heart to share with 
those of all the earth the knowledge of God’s 
salvation and goodness (vv.3,5,etc.) ? 


Thursday, November 24, Psalm 103. On this 
Thanksgiving Day make a mental list of the 
things you are thankful for and then compare 
it to the things the Psalmist mentions. Is your 
praise predominantly for spiritual or physical 
blessings? What aspect of God’s goodness pro- 
vides the dominant theme for the Psalmist’s 
thanksgiving (vv.6-18)? Is this one of your 
chief reasons for praise? Notice that the bene- 
fits mentioned in vv.3-5 are things that the soul 
is called upon to praise God for’ Which of 
these has God done for you? Attempt to copy 
the Psalmist in praising God for the things 
which are most important in God’s sight. 


Friday, November 25, I Thessalonians 1:1-10. 
Read verses 5-10 for the evidence Paul sees in 
the Thessalonians that they are among the 
elect (v.4). What did Paul see firsthand of 
their reception of Christ (v.6)? What resulted 
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from their conversion among their neighbors 
(v.7)? What was it about the Thessalonians 
in vv.9-10 that caused the news of their faith 
to spread everywhere (v.8)? Can people tell 
that you are a Christian by your hospitality 
to Christian workers and your turning from 
worldly sin to a new life? Notice in vv.5-6 initial 
factors that contributed to their faith: preach- 
ing that was in the power of the Holy Ghost; 
the Christian lives of Paul and his associates; 
the triumph over adversity. Are you able to 
give thanks for the ministry of your church as 
Paul did for that of the Thessalonians. (vv.2-3) ? 

Saturday, November 26, I Corinthians 15:53-57. 
Describe the events that will occur at the last 


trumpet (vv.51-53). What changes will take 
place in our bodies (vv.42-44;52-53) ? Does the 


fact that we will have bodies free from sin and 


corruption in the resurrection give grounds for 


believing that we will be able to recognize each 


other in heaven? How does Hebrews 2:9 answer 
the question and statement of vv.55-56? After 


reading Hebrews 2:9 and I Corinthians 15:57, 
what is your reaction to what Christ has done 
for you? How should these facts affect your 
daily conduct (v.58)? How does the certainty 
of the resurrection of the dead make us know 
that our present labors are not in vain (v.58b) ? 
Do you labor for the Lord in the light of the 
life to come? 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 27 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Spread Of The Good News 


Background Scripture: Luke 8:1-21; 9:1-6; 10:1-24 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55 


The Gospel Outlook has always been the Whole World. When God called Abram to be the 
founder of the Hebrew Nation, and the Chosen People, He expressly promised, ‘and in thee 


shall all the families of the earth be_ blessed.” 


(Gen. 12:1-3) In the wise plan of God the 


Chosen people were to be the recipients of special revelations, and covenants and blessings, but 
the ultimate purpose was the blessing of the whole world. The Jews were not good missionaries, 


or witnesses. They were unfaithful, selfish, and 
bigoted. They developed a narrowness which 
scorned the Gentiles and hated them. It took 
a special revelation, as we know, to open the 
eyes of the apostles and make them go to the 
Gentiles. 


In Isaiah 55 we have this large look empha- 
sized. Notice some of the expressions in this 
beautiful chapter:. “Ho, every one that thirsteth! 
Behold, thou shalt call a nation thou knewest 
not, and nations that knew not thee shall run 
unto thee”; “as the rain cometh down, and the 
snow from heaven . .. so shall my word be.” 
God’s Plan of Salvation, and His invitation to 
“Come” and enjoy all the blessings of salvation, 
included all men everywhere. 


Jesus offered Himself first to “the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel,” but even during His 
brief ministry there were many indications that 
the gospel was to be carried to all. His disciples, 
too, confined their work to their own people 
when He sent them out to preach and heal. 
When He left them He gave the world-wide 
Commission: “Go ye into all the world.” Our 
lesson today is concerned with the spread of 
the Good News among the Jews, and their re- 
ception of it. 
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I. The Sower and the Soils: Luke 8:1-21. 


Preaching and sowing are very much. alike. 
Three things are necessary if we are to have 
a good harvest: Good Soil, Good Seed; and a 
Good Season. Then, too, there must be faithful 
sowing and reaping; “He that goeth forth and 
weepeth bearing precious seed, (‘seed for sow- 
ing’) shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him”; ‘The harvest 
truly is great, but the laborers are few; pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would send forth laborers into his harvest.” The 
“reaper,” as well as the sower will obtain wages, 
and the wages of the reaper are especially good. 


This parable could well be called, ‘The 
Parable of the Soils,” for the different kinds 
of soils is the fact that is emphasized, ‘The 
Seed is the best; the Word of God. The Sower 
is faithful, for He, in this case, is the Great 
Teacher and Preacher. The Soils are of various 
sorts. There is the hard soil by the wayside, 
the beaten path; the shallow soil where the 
rock is close to the surface; the infested soil, 
full of thorns; the good soil, deep and fertile, 
and well-prepared. These “soils’’ correspond to 
the hearts and minds of the hearers. Some are 
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as hard as the path packed by the constant 
tramp of feet; some so shallow that the seed 
cannot penetrate deep enough to stand the dry 
weather; some are so full of the cares. and 
pleasures and riches of this life that the seed 
is soon choked out. There is, however, some 
good soil, and in it the seed springs up and 
bears a good harvest. 


After telling this story Jesus uses another 
illustration. We are to let our light shine, not 
cover it up. In other words, we are to keep 
on sowing, even if the harvest is sometimes dis- 
appointing. Then He warns us to “Take heed 
therefore how ye hear.” The full responsibility 
rests upon the /earers. If we refuse to listen 
to the word, then what little we have will be 
taken from us. The incident following these 
warnings shows us that His Family are those 
that hear and do the word: “My mother and 
my brethren are these which hear the word of 
God and do it.’’ Do we wish to belong to “His 
Family’? Then take heed how we hear; and also 
take heed that we are “doers of the Word, and 
not hearers only.” 


The Good News is being spread, “sown,” in 
a variety of ways in our day. Sometimes, we 
are forced to believe, the seed has been adul- 
terated and the Word of God has been mixed 
with the words of men. ““Tares” are being sown 
as well as wheat; the great arch-enemy of the 
race has seen to that. Some have taken from 
the Word the most vital parts of its message, 
all that is supernatural, and have tried to 
preach “Another Gospel” which is not another; 
which in reality is not a “Gospel” but only 
another man-made philosophy. Some have add- 
ed to the simple Gospel many interpretations 
and traditions of their own. Some are even 
sowing insincerely and are but “‘hirelings’’; false 
teachers and false shepherds. Some are making 
a “racket’’ out of the Gospel, becoming wealthy 
by their ill-gotten gains. I believe that we find 
all of these described in symbolic language 
in that part of the Bible which is often neglected, 
and ought to be read constantly, the Book of 
Revelation. 


While forced to say what I have said above, 
| also realize the wonderful way in which the 
Real Gospel is being preached by consecrated 
preachers in this day of Radio, Television, and 
the Press. It is bringing forth a much better 
harvest in some places than in others; and in 
some hearts and lives. The “soils” are like 
the soils in Jesus’ day. Even Perfect Seed, sown 
by the Matchless and Perfect Teacher, did not 
always come to perfection. The fault was in 
the hearers then, and it is the same today. 


There is another very heartening fact to re- 
member: just as a farmer can improve his soil, 
so God, through the power of His Spirit, can 


NOVEMBER 16, 1955 


WHERE THERE’S YOUR 
WILL THERE’S A 


Way 


From your legacy of Christ’s saving grace to you— 
perhaps you, too, will want to make a bequest. A 
bequest in your legal will that someday will help 
lead thousands of unchurched people in our South- 
land into the Way; thereby making your money im- 
mortal as a gift that lives—and loves—after you. 
There’s the Way in your will. 


WRITE TODAY FOR 
FREE BOOKLET 


“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. C-3, Atlanta, Ga. 


take away our hard, stony, infested hearts and 
can give us good hearts, “hearts of flesh,” as 
Ezekiel puts it. ‘Times of refreshing; times when 
good seasons, seasons of revival, of showers of 
blessing, give us great ingatherings of souls, 
can come from on high. Some of these are seen 
in the Old Testament when great revivals came. 
The Day of Pentecost was such a time, and there 
have been many since that day. All of us are 
rejoicing in the news from across the water and 
the marvelous results of the “Billy Graham” 
campaigns. God can still break up and prepare 
our hearts; can still send these gracious “Times 
of refreshing.” May we most earnestly pray 
for such a time as this in our own beloved, 
but sinful land! 


Il. The Twelve Disciples: 9:1-6. 

He called the Twelve, those who were to be 
His helpers in spreading the Good News. They 
had been with Him, seeing the miracles, and 
hearing His preaching. From among all those 
who had been following Him He picked these 
Twelve. It was an important point in His min- 
istry and He had spent the night before in 
prayer. He told them to pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send forth laborers, and now He is 
sending them forth. He gave them power 
(authority) over unclean spirits, and to heal 
diseases. We believe that preachers should have 
a call from the Head of the Church. All are 
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to be His witnesses and do their part to spread 
the gospel. We are told that they who were 
scattered abroad went everywhere preaching, 
(literally, talking) the Word. These were just 
ordinary Christians, for we are expressly told 
that those who were scattered were not the 
apostles: “Except the apostles.” There is a 
place of testimony for every believer, and there 
is a special place for those who are called to 
preach. 


He sent them forth to preach the kingdom 
of God and to heal the sick. This miraculous 
power to heal was part of their ‘‘credentials.”’ 
They were to take nothing for their journey, 
but rely upon the support of those to whom 
they ministered. The laborer was to be worthy 
of his hire. As in the parable of the Sower, the 
stress is placed upon receiving those who 
preached and hearing their message. Men and 
women are held responsible for their attitude 
towards the messengers of the Christ. It is no 
trivial sin to mistreat one of God’s messengers, 
or refuse to listen to the message. People of 
the world sometimes seem to take the view that 
they are to be congratulated if they condescend 
to go to church or listen to one who is proclaim- 
ing the gospel. They should read the warning 
that is implied in these words. Many in America 


will face severe judgment because they did not 
receive those who came in His name with His 
message. To mistreat one of Christ’s messen- 
gers is to mistreat Him; to refuse one is to 
refuse the other. 


III. The Seventy: 10:1-24: “Other seventy also”. 


There was need for more laborers. ‘Iwo 
by two”: this was a wise plan. We find that 
so often two men are mentioned together: Moses 
and Aaron; Paul and Barnabas, and later, Paul 
and Silas; Luther and Meélanchthon; Moody 
and Sankey. There are men who do their work 
alone, like John the Baptist, but usually, ‘two 
are better than one.” “Lambs among wolves”; 
what a picture of missionary work in many 
places! They seem so helpless among warlike 
tribes. The Seventy did not meet with persecu- 
tion and had great success in their work, “Not- 
withstanding, be ye sure of this, that the king- 
dom of God is come near unto you.” Here is 
another warning about hearing and receiving 
the messengers of Christ. 


There follow the “Woes” pronounced upon 
certain cities which had been highly favored 
with His presence and many miracles. Do not 
these warnings apply to our whole country? 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YouTr PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 27 


“A Steward In The 


Hymn: “For The Beauty Of The Earth” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Psalm 24 

Hymn: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Take My Life, And Let It Be 
Consecrated”’ 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR PROGRAM LEADER: 


(This is to be a program of Bible study. 
There are three different passages to be con- 
sidered. Give these passages and the suggestions 
which go with them to three people well in 
advance of the program time. Ask them to study 
the material carefully and be ready to lead a 
small group in preparing a list of findings to 
report to the whole group at the end of the 
program. If your group is very small, or if 
your time is limited, the three people can do 
their study before program time and bring in 
their own reports. Always remember that the 
more people you can use in a program, the more 
help it will be to them.) 
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REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Twentieth C entury” 


LEADER'S INTRODUCTION: 

A steward in the twentieth century, or in 
any century, is a person who believes that the 
earth and all therein IS the Lord’s. However, | 
stewardship is not something to be merely be- 
lieved. It must be acted on. If we truly believe 
that all the earth is the Lord’s, we must act 
as if we were responsible to Him in all that 
we do. A steward is one who spends his life 
taking care of the things of others. The stew- 
ards of God take care of the things of God, } 
and all things are his. 


We shall now divide into three groups to 
study three passages of Scripture which have 
to do with stewardship. At the close of the 
program we shall hear the reports of these 
groups, showing how these particular passages 
have meaning for stewards in the _ twentieth 
century. (If you follow the alternative plan 
of presentation, you should, at this point, in- 
troduce your three speakers who will, in turn, 
read the passages assigned to them and give the 
findings of their study.) 
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I. Matthew 19:16-22 and Luke _ 18:18-23 
(Have someone read both passages aloud before 
you present your report.) 


Questions for Study 


a. What four desirable things did this person 
have? Youth, wealth, position, and good char- 
acter. Show from the Bible how you know he 
had them. 


b. In addition to these things what did he 
yet desire? Matt. 19:16 and Luke 18:18. 


c. Had he come to the right person in his 
search for everlasting life? How do you know? 


d. Why do you think Jesus asked him to do 
away with all of his possessions? 


e. Can anyone truly follow Christ when there 
is something in his life to which he is more 
loyal? 


f. Does Jesus still demand whole-hearted 
loyalty and devotion from His followers? 


g. What are some of the things which twen- 
tieth century young people are tempted to put 
before Christ in their loyalties? 


h. Can any person be a good steward until 
he puts Christ first? 


2. Matthew 25:14-30 (Have it read aloud to 
the group.) 
Questions for Study 


a. What did the word “talent” originally 
mean? A large sum of money. (Look up the 
word in the dictionary.) 


b. What is the modern meaning of “talent.” 
An ability. (Give the dictionary definition.) 

In this discussion you will want to use the 
modern meaning. 


c. According to the parable, where do we get 
our abilities? 


d. Does the Lord give equally to each? 


e. Does He require the same return from 
everyone? 


f. What happens to talents which are not 
used? What happens to your body if you do 
not exercise at all? 


g. Do all people have some talents? 


h. What are some of the talents young people 
have, and how can they be used for the Lord? 
Is this stewardship? 


3. I Corinthians 16:1-2 (Read aloud.) 
Questions for study 


a. How is your money a part of you? It is 
what you receive in exchange for some of your 
time, labor, and ability. Give examples. 
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b. When you give your money to the church 
is it the same as giving a part of yourself? 


c. According to the passage (16:2) when 
should we give? 


d. According to the passage (16:2) how much 
should we give? Do you think this would ever 
amount to more than a tithe? 


e. Can a person be a good steward without 
giving any money to the Lord? Why? 


f. More money is being given into the 
churches today than ever before. Is this a guar- 
antee of good stewardship? Why? 


Women’s Work 


GIVING THANKS 


A little strength was lost each day, 
_ A little hope dropped by the way, 

The feet dragged slowly up the road, 

The shoulders bent beneath their load, 

Courage seemed dying in the heart, 

The will played but a feeble part, 
Night brought no ease, 
Day no surcease 

From heavy cares or wearying smart, 
Then why give thanks? 


Somehow strength lasted through the day, 
Hope joined with courage in the way, 
The feet still kept the uphill road, 
The shoulders did not drop their load, 
An unseen power sustained the heart 
When flesh and will failed in their part, 
While God gave light 
By day and night, 
And also grace to bear the smart, 
For this give thanks— 


Thanks for the daily bread which feeds 
The body’s wants, the spirit’s needs: 
Thanks for the keen, the quickening Word, 
“He only lives who lives in God.” 
Whether his time on earth is spent 
In lordly house or labor’s tent. 

Thanks for the light 

By day and night 
Which shows the way the Master went. 

And He gave thanks. 

—From British Weekly 


Points on Living 
Try to live for one week without grumbling. 


Be severe with yourself, but gentle with other 
folks. 


The men who master situations master them- 
selves first. 


Better let favors seek you than spend time 
seeking for them. 
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Penitence is the morning star to a_ brighter 


and a better day. 


Faith is the leading characteristic of men 
of honor and heroism .. . 


The highest type of chivalry is that) which 
serves the commonplace need ... 


A hope for the future that is not based on 
right effort in the present is a “false hope.” 


He who appreciates the help of others most 
will get the most good out of others. 


An understanding heart is superior to an 
understanding mind, and a_ religion without 
emotion is a cold, cheerless affair. 


Where there is darkness be a light; where 
there is a desert be a fountain; where there is 
need be a giver; where there is trouble be a 
peacemaker; such are the children of God. 

—Selected 


Radio Talks on the Bible 


The American Bible Society will present its 
winter series of broadcasts on Radio Chapel 
over Station WOR for the four Sundays in 
December. Three of the addresses will be given 
by Dr. Francis Carr Stifler and the fourth by 
the Rev. Laton E. Holmgren, Foreign Secre- 
tary of the American Bible Society. The pro- 
gram will be: 


December 4—‘“The Bible in Family Life’— 
Dr. Stifler. 


December 11—‘‘The Plight Before Christmas” 
—Mr. Holmgren. 


December 18—‘Wondrous Things Out of 
Thy Law’—Dr. Sufler. 


December 25—‘The Book That Came Alive” 
—Dr. Stifler. | 

The broadcasts will be heard on Sunday, 
9:30 to 10:00 A. M. Eastern Standard Time. 
The program is especially recommended for 
those who do not attend Sunday School at that 
hour. 


Our Treasure 


Listen now to the words of Jesus as found in 
the book of Matthew, fourth chapter, fourth 
verse: “Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.” 


You and I have a treasure in our homes. <A 
treasure beyond price. Not only is it a thing 
of beauty to behold, but it is so useful and 
practical that neither you nor I would be what 
we are today without it. Its value lies not in 
the fact that it is rare or expensive, for it is 
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Once in a great while one finds a 
a new book so basic that he exclaims: 
“Why was this not done belore?” 


Here is such a book. 


by Ray Freeman Jenney 


Books interpreting, explaining, 
and telling how to read the Bible 
are legion, but really concise intro- 
ductions are practically —non- 
existent. 


What Dr. Jenney is able to do 
with the 66 books of the Bible 
in the compass of a single book 
fills this need adequately and 
most invitingly. 


No more than four pages are 
devoted to any book of the Bible, 
but each of the books is sketched 
in such a way as to highlight its 
central message, indicate its source 
and authorship, and _ narrate 
swiltly the story it contains. 


$2.50 


order from 


PRESBYTERIAN 
BOOK STORES 


Box 6127, Atlanta 5. Ga. 
1814 Main St.. Dallas 21, Texas 
Box 1176. Richmond 9, Va. 


Please send me _____ copies of 


BIBLE PRIMER at $2.50 each. 


BIBLE PRIMER 
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neither of these, but its value lies in its eternal 
truth and light. 


The Bible. God’s holy word in our own 
homes. A Book beyond compare. A Book so 
valuable and popular that since printing was 
invented in the fourteenth century, 882,000,000 
volumes of the Scriptures have been printed 
and circulated. The entire Bible has been 
translated into 175 languages, and parts of it 
into 895 languages and dialects. Several hun- 
dred languages in which the Scriptures have 
been published did not exist in written form 
until the missionaries provided an alphabet and 
grammar so peoples could have the Bible in 
their own tongue. 


This, then, is the treasure we have. Where 
does your treasure lie and what does it bring 
to your home? Could you truly call it the life- 
center of your home? Let us use the letters of 
the word Bible itself, B-I-B-L-E, to help us 
think what this great Book means to our Chris- 
tian homes. 


The first B might bring to mind, Beauty. 
Scholars throughout the ages have extolled the 
wondrous prose and poetry in this Book of 
books. Unmatched by any human pen because 
our Bible was written by the Almighty Himself. 
Where else can such matchless prose be found 
as in I Corinthians 13, the passage on Love that 
we are using so much this year in our women’s 
work? Or such poetry as is found in Psalms? 
But the beauty of the Bible does not limit itself 
to its words. Picture with me if you can, 


An old woman in Athens, Greece, as she sits 
huddled over her copy of the New Testament. 
Her long gray hair falls in straggly locks to 
her bent shoulders, one gnarled finger traces 
the words across the page, and her lips move 
in silent prayer. | 


A curly-headed blonde girl of three in Sas- 
katchewan, Canada, hugs the big family Bible 
to her and then runs to place it gently on 
her mother’s lap and asks for another “Jesus 
story.” 


A brown-skinned aborigine in the South Seas 
bends intently over his litthe New Testament. 
His face is lined with trouble and care, but 
as he reads, the lines vanish and a _ lovely 
smile replaces them. 


An emaciated, silent outcast in a labor-camp 


in Siberia surreptitiously peers at a scrap of 
paper on which the words of the Gospel are 
barely legible, so often has it been read and 
handled. As he reads, his back straightens, 
the haunted fear leaves his eyes. 


A young German minister on a Sabbath morn 


reads to his war-weary, work-weary congrega- 
tion a passage of love and forgiveness. The 


NOVEMBER 16, 1955 


MOODY FILMS 


Sermons From Science, Children’s Bible 
Stories in Color, S. S. Teachers 
Training Filmstrips for Rent Also. 


The Latest and Finest Moody Film 


“Time and Eternity” 
Book 3 Weeks in Advance 
Also the CONCORDIA LUTHERAN 


FILMS and FAMILY FILMS. 
Send for Our Complete Catalog 


Bible Book Center 


3233 So. Andrews Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 


GOwNsS 


-Pulpit and Choir« 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Embroideries - Vestments 
Hangings - Communion 


CATALOG ON REQuesT \ 


CHURCH GOODS 
SUPPLY COMPANY 
821-23 ARCH STREST, PHILAOEIPHIA 7, PA 


atmosphere in the sanctuary becomes one of 
peace and content. 


Did those pictures show you a common love- 
liness? The Bible sheds about its readers a 
heavenly light of God’s love. 


The letter I might stand for Inspiration. 
The inspiration we need to see the purpose 
of our daily struggles. We try so hard to see 
our goal, become so disheartened at adversity. 
There is not a single experience you or I have, 
or ever will have, that has not been met suc- 
cessfully by some one in the Bible narrative. 
Jesus Himself experienced every human emotion 
and trial, so we know He understands our needs, 
Are you “at the end of your rope’? Read of 
those in dire need such as the Children of 
Israel at the Red Sea. Do trouble and woe 
single you out? Read of those in tribulation 
such as Job. Do you feel eternally lost because 
of some great sin? Read of David and what 
the Lord did for him. Do you fear illness in 
yourself or a loved one? Read of the power of 
prayer and of the hundreds of cripples and 
lepers Jesus healed. There is no end to the 
illustrations. There is no end to God’s help. 
We are despondent, ill, frightened—but we 
read God’s word and then can echo “All things 
are possible to them who love the Lord and 
are called according to His purpose.” ‘The Bible 
is an inspiration. 


We come then to the second B. We have 
seen Beauty and Inspiration, now Blessing. ‘The 
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blessing of having an easy access to God’s Word. 
In this we are indeed blessed. Think with me 
of the millions who have never been able to 
read or hear God’s Word. Think of the many 
millions more who have only some small part 
of God’s Word: the New Testament or a little 
tract written in their native tongue of Hindus- 
tani, or Turkish, or Greek. The American Bible 
Society had distributed the monumental num- 
ber of 450,000 Bibles or parts of Bibles in the 
139 years of operation and that is only the be- 
ginning. We are blessed to be able to read this 
Book whenever we wish and to read it to our 
children. Yes, even this latter is denied to those 
parents in some parts of Russia or its satellites. 
Blessed to receive the Word, blessed to have 
the counsel of God’s Word at our fingertips 
when we need guidance and comfort. 


The L must stand for Light. Light of knowl- 
edge and understanding. Light of God’s love. 
In these troubled times (and surely those four 
words have been said by every people since 
the beginning of Time, but in these days we 
are prone to worry and be fearful because of 
the state of the world’s political affairs. Our 
own personal world has extended beyond the 
limits of our own home town to embrace the 
whole world and include the farthest Chinese 
as our brother. So have we taken on the troubles 
of our brothers and of the world. At the same 
time, we have raised our standards of literacy 
education so that a great many of us have a 
smattering of knowledge on a smattering of sub- 
jects. We try to raise our children by the books 
of child-psychologists, we endeavor to read our 
way into winning friends and influencing peo- 
ple. We find ourselves all the more confused 
by the different theories and therapies so we 
read even more and become even more harried 
and confused. How foolish we are! The solution 
to all our problems is here in our Bible and 
is found in three words, “Love one another.” 
The Bible is our Light, our text-book for living. 
In it is found all advice on whatever problems 
we have encountered or ever will encounter. 
How to live with others, how to raise our chil- 
dren, how to love others, how to be Christian 
witnesses. What a glorious pure white light 
dispels the darkness of fear, the blackness of 
hate, the midnight of despair. The Bible is 
our Light. 


Beauty, Inspiration, Blessing, Light. Now the 
last letter E. 


E stands for Eternal Truth. This Bible was 
not written just for you. and me to put on 
our bedside stand. This Book has withstood 
fire and sword because it is meant to be one of 
God’s ways of spreading His truth. This is 
the way to eternity. The way you and I must 
follow to enter eternity. Here is God’s gift of 
His Son as our Saviour, here is His plan for 
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you and me. It is a marvelous Book. As we 
change, as we mature, the familiar passages take 
on new meaning, new direction. The Bible 
differs from all other books in this respect: To 
grow in one’s understanding of its meaning, one 
must live its teaching. We also have a great 
responsibility to tell others of this Book of 
eternal truth. How can we do even that if we 
do not know of the Bible from personal experi- 
ence and personal reading? We must know 
where to put our finger on a verse to help one 
of our sisters or brothers in need, to comfort 
one in distress, to turn a sin- ridden heart to 
God’s love. 


Beauty — to enrich your life 
Inspiration — to lead a life close to God 
Blessing of God’s counsel 
Light of God’s love to lead you 
Eternal truth — never outgrown, never 
outmoded, never surpassed. 
This is our Bible 
This is our treasure 
—Mrs. John H. Gerth 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Church News 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Statement of Receipts 
January 15 - October 31, 1955 


The General Fund Agencies 


Budget for 1955 $777,378.00 
Received from Jan. 15 through 
October 31, 1955 321,469.40 


Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 41.35 


Balance needed for the year 455,908.60 
Interchurch Agencies 
Budget for 1955 $19,700.00 
Received from Jan. 15 through 
October 31, 1955 9,671.00 


Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 49.00 
Balance needed for the year 10,029.00 


Washington, D. C. — The appointment of 
Raymond C. Lewis as Executive Secretary of 
Allied Youth, Inc., was announced recently by 
Mr. J. C. Penney, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees. The organization, with headquarters 
in Washington, D. C., sponsors clubs in UV, S. 
and Canadian high schools which provide 
alcohol education and alcohol-free recreation. 
Mr. Lewis succeeds the late W. Roy Breg, 
Executive Secretary since the founding of Allied 
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Latter Part of October, a Re-union of the Smith Clan 


These four brothers and sisters (from left to right): Wade C. Smith, of Weaverville, N. C.; Mrs. 
Robert M. Dobyns (nee Smith), of Denver. Colo.; Mrs. Ira L. Armstrong (nee Smith), of Birmingham, 
Ala., and Sam C. Smith, of Marianna, Fla., the latter holding photograph of the one absent brother, 
Rev. Hugh D. Smith, of Flagstaff, Arizona, missionary to the Navajos for the past 35 years. Com- 


bined ages of the five, 392 years, average 78. 


Youth in 1936. He will assume office im- 
mediately. 


Mr. Lewis has been Adult Education Con- 
sultant on the national staff of the American 
Cancer Society since 1948. He is a specialist 
in leadership training, community organization 
and program development. A_ widely-known 
public speaker, Mr. Lewis has lectured at Yale, 
Columbia, New York University, Indiana Uni- 
versity, and other colleges and universities. 


Birmingham, Alabama — Dr. Louis H. 
Evans, minister-at-large for Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., was guest speaker at First Presbyterian 
Church here each evening from October 17 
through 21. His subject was “The Holy Spirit 
in Your Day.” Dr. Evans’ sermons at First 
Church followed the annual Festival of Faith, 
a city-wide interdenominational program on 
October 16. 


Approximately 4,000 Protestants gathered in 
Birmingham’s municipal auditorium to hear the 
former California minister talk on faith. Dr. 
Evans told the representatives of some 250 
Protestant churches, “This is no time for the 
Christian to feel fear, frustration and _ futility. 
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There are signs that America may be beginning 
to experience a great religious revival. Business- 
men, politicians, educators, even the military 
are placing more emphasis on religion.” Ex- 
panding on his topic, “We Conquer by Faith,” 
the speaker pointed out that militarily, physical- 
ly, financially, and educationally, the United 
States leads the world. 

“Never,” said Dr. Evans, “has so much been 
spent in making motion pictures with religious 
themes. Seven out of nine best sellers have 
been religious books in the-past year. ... If we 
could only become spiritual enough to rid our- 
selves of sins like our staggering crime rate, 
and the high percentage of alcoholics in our 
population, there would be hope that we would 
not perish from the earth as the Greeks and 
the Romans did. Perhaps the great religious 
revival we need to bring this about is just 
beginning.” 


World Missions Receipts 
Budget for 1955 $3,050,000.00 
Receipts to date 1,954,416.21 
Percentage of annual budget 
received for 1955 64.07% 
Balance needed for 1955 1,095,583.79 
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Tuscaloosa, Ala. — ‘Whoever captures the 
minds of the campuses of today controls the 
civilization of tomorrow,” Dr. Hunter B. Blake- 
ly, Jr., declared in addressing the 48th session 
of Alabama Women of the Church. 


The secretary of the Division of Higher Edu- 
cation, Richmond, Va., told the women that 
the Southern states are in need of leadership 
which comes through Christian Higher Educa- 
tion, and urged his listeners to encourage young 
people to complete their college education 
whenever possible. 


Dr. Blakely told of the guidance program 
being carried on by the Presbyterian Church, 
and said that through a program the Church 
can hope to win the loyalty of the best minds 
ol 


Birmingham, Ala. — Construction is begin- 
ning on a new $40,000 educational wing for 
Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church here. 
Ground-breaking ceremonies were held in mid- 
October. 


The oldest member of the church, Mrs. 
Blanche White, and C. H. Hamilton, building 
committee chairman, turned the first shovel of 
dirt. The youngest member, Jerome Gage, lifted 
out the second shovel of dirt. ‘The Rev. Frank 
Morse is pastor. 


Miami, Fla. — A new church library for St. 
John’s Presbyterian Church here was dedicated 
recently. Mrs. Sterling L. Hunter, wife of the 
minister, spoke at the 7:30 p.m. service of dedi- 
cation. Mr. Hunter and Mrs. Norman E. Wal- 
dron, chairman of the library committee, also 
took part. The new library began operating 
with 350° books. 


Atlanta, Ga. — Orders are coming in steadily 
for a proposed new book, “Clerk of the Session,” 
the Office of the Stated Clerk reports here. 


The book, by Frank Beatty, long-time clerk 
of session of the Abbeville, La., Church, will 
be printed if general interest is expressed by 
clerks and pastors, Dr. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk, 
has stated. The book will be between 85 and 
100 pages in length, and will sell for $1.50. 
It tells the clerk how to do the job well, and 
is based on extensive experience, research at 
Montreat Historical Foundation, and in discus- 
sions with clerks of sessions and of higher 
Church courts. 


If printed, the book will be sold through the 
Presbyterian Book Stores, but indications of in- 
terest should be directed to the Office of the 
Stated Clerk, 341-A Ponce de Leon Avenue, 
N.E., Atlanta 5, Georgia. 
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Gastonia, N. C. — Dr. and Mrs. S. Brooks 
McLane of Kingsville, Texas, are visiting all 
Presbyterian Churches in Kings Mountain Pres- 
bytery during a ten day period, October 16 
through October 26. 


Dr. McLane is president emeritus of Texas- 
Mexican Industrial Institute of Kingsville, the 
Presbyterian school of Latin-American boys. He 
is also moderator-elect of the Synod of Texas. 
The McLanes are reporting to Kings Mountain 
Presbytery on the work of their school, as a 
part of Home Mission Season emphasis in 
October. 


First Presbyterian Church, Spartanburg, S. C. 
—The Rev. Marc C. Weersing has accepted the 
unanimous call extended by the congregation of 
the First Presbyterian Church, and will begin 
his pastorate here on November 27. 


Dr. Weersing will come here from Jackson, 
Mississippi, where he has served as pastor of 
the Central Presbyterian Church since 1947. He 
has also held pastorates in Elberton, Georgia 
and Decatur, Georgia. 


A native of Michigan, Dr. Weersing is ol 
Dutch ancestry. His father is a minister in the 
Christian Reformed Church of America. 


An active churchman, Dr. Weersing is at 
present on the General Council of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., and a member of the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Ad Interim Committee on Lay 
Workers. 


In his own Synod of Mississippi he is serving 
as chairman of the Synod’s Committee on Chris- 
tian Education and a Special Ad Interim Com- 
mittee for Study of Higher Education. 


The church Dr. Weersing has been serving 
in’ Jackson has recently completed a $400,000 


building program. During his pastorate the 


membership of the church has almost doubled, 
and the total gilts to church causes have in- 
creased 350° 


Clinton, S. C.—Presbyterian College launched 
its long-range $2,000,000 development program 
on November 15. 


The occasion was a Diamond Jubilee Din- 
ner in Clinton to open the home campaign 
within Laurens and Newberry counties. A goal 
of $250,000 has been set for this home area. 


For the entire two Synods of Georgia and 
South Carolina, the campaign aims at $750,000 
during the first year, 1956, which has been des- 
ignated as a year for emphasis upon Christian 
Education by General Assembly. 


Four outstanding church leaders will direct 
the program in the two states. 
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Co-chairmen for the Synods of Georgia are: 
Rev. Harry Fifield, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Atlanta; and H. Lane Young 
of the Citizen and Southern Naticnal Bank 
of Atlanta. 


Co-chairmen for the Synod of South Carolina 
are Rev. Fred V. Poag, pastor of the Shandon 
Presbyterian Church of Columbia; and Joseph 
Walker, Jr., of Joseph Walker Company of 
Columbia. 


The home area co-chairmen are Robert M. 
Vance and Tom Addiston, both prominent Clin- 
ton businessmen; the advanced special gifts 
chairman is P. S. Baily, another Clinton busi- 
ness leader. 


Presbyterian College launches this develop- 
ment program in connection with its 75th an- 
niversary. Both of the controlling synods have 
given the program their official blessing. 


Three immediate, pressing needs are to be 
met by the first phase of the long range pro- 
gram. The College has placed the building 
of a chapel-auditorium at the top of its priority 
list. Following this is the need for a student 
center, and additional funds for endowment to 
provide more scholarships and to increase faculty 
salaries. 


Clinton, S. C. — Victor S. Vierra of Mount 
Pleasant, S. C., is the new student commander 
of Presbyterian College’s nationally ranked unit 
of the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps. His 
appointment as battalion commander with the 
rank of cadet major was announced by Lt. Col. 
Francis V. Smith, professor of military science 
and tactics at P. C, 


Clinton, §. C. — Presbyterian College has 
expanded its faculty and staff with the addition 
of five men during its diamond jubilee session. 


They include a vice president in charge of 
development and four professors. Three other 
professors and two coaches came to PC this 
semester as replacements, 


Three Presbyterian College alumni and a 
former PC teacher are among those men who 
joined the faculty and staff this year. 


Otto W. Ferren, PC alumnus and former dean 
of Presbyterian Junior College is the new vice 
president in charge of development. 


Strengthened by additional professors this 
session have been the departments of Bible and 
Greek, economics, chemistry, and _ military. 
Lewis Scott Hay, PC alumnus, joins the faculty 
as associate prolesscr of Bible and Greek; Alva 
R. Ballentine becomes assistant professor of 
chemistry; Arthur M. Lindsay, instructor in 
economics; and Captain Richard Craig, assistant 
professor of military science and tactics. 
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Hay and Lindsay are ordained Presbyterian 
ministers. 

Robert M. Burts, on leave-of-absence for the 
past several years, returned to his position as 
associate professor of history. William B. Tolle, 
PC alumnus, has become an instructor in Eng- 
lish; Robert A. McIntyre, assistant professor of 
biology. 

The two new coaches are: Russ Murphy and 
Jerry Wampfler. 


NEVER A Dutt MoMeENT. Eugenia Price. 
Zondervan. $2.00. 

This book is written primarily for young 
people. The questions came to the author di- 
rectly from high school and college students. 
The book faces questions that many adults try 
to sidestep. The author has endeavored to sim- 
plify the deep things for God. She believes that 
God’s way is the right way and the only way 
that works and furthermore, it is the way of 
freedom and good times. She writes, “I have 
found from my own experience after having 
tried God’s way and my own that God’s way 
works. It is much more fun than mine ever 
was.” She challenges Christian teenagers to 
live for Jesus Christ and positively affirms that 
Christ not only gives the answer that we need 
but is the Answer. 

Honest answers are given to such questions 
as ‘“‘Why bother about God?”, “How can I be- 
come a Christian?”, “Can a Christian be popu- 
lar?” and other related questions. Real prob- 
lems are faced here with Christian realism. 
Parents and workers with young people should 
be grateful for this challenging volume. 


SixTy-Two SERMoNS. William fay. Baker 
Book House. $3.00. 

The sermons of Jay are clear, original, Scrip- 
tural and practical. They were written for in- 
struction, edification and guidance. These ser- 
mons are models of excellence for preachers and 
students of preachers. As inspirational and de- 
votional reading it is unsurpassed. 


WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE IN PROTESTANT AND 
RoMAN CaTHOLic BevieFs? Arthur G. Reynolds. 
Abingdon Press. $2.50 per dozen. 

This book was originally published in Can- 
ada where it was widely received. Many in the 
United States are eager for information about 
Protestant-Roman Catholic differences. This 
United States edition is issued in the hope that 
it will meet the vital need in this country as 
it has met it so successfully in Canada. ‘Twenty- 
five questions and answers are given. One of 
the most helpful is on, “What is the attitude 
of the Roman Catholic Church toward mixed 
marriages.” 
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